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Annual report published 
CHE’s Annual report for 2008–09 has now finally been published 

and members will find a copy enclosed with this Newsletter. It’s 

also available for download as a PDF file from the CHE website 

(www.campaignforhomosexualequality.org.uk ).  

Unfortunately we’ve had to remove the 2007–08 Annual Report 

from the website, to protect the identity of someone in another 

country, but copies are still available for sale. 

CHE ï Working for LGBT rights since 1969 

Oppression in 
Uganda 
The Anti-Homosexuality Bill, expected to come 

before the Ugandan parliament by the end of 2009, 

would make that country one of the most oppressive 

in the world towards gay people. It not only imposes 

very severe sentences for homosexual acts, it 

criminalises those who fail to denounce gay people 

to the authorities. 

The Bill has been widely condemned, including by 

our own Prime Minister at the Commonwealth 

Conference, and many Christian groups in the UK, 

including the Archbishop of Canterbury (but not so 

far the Ugandan-born Archbishop of York) but it  

has the support of leading politicians and church 

groups in Uganda, sponsored it is rumoured by right-

wing groups in the USA. 

Please write to the Uganda High Commission urging 

that this bill be dropped. 

Welcome! 
Welcome to this issue of the CHE Newsletter, 

which we’re re-launching after too long an 

interval.  

We hope to publish three or four times a year, and 

would welcome short articles, letters, and 

advertisements from members, particularly if 

there’s an issue you think we should be 

campaigning on. Send your contributions to 

membership@c -h-e.org.uk . 

Ross Burgess (Editor) 

If youôve received this Newsletter through the post, 

weôve probably got your postal address, but weôd 

quite like to have your e-mail address and phone 

number as well, so we can keep in touch with our 

members more effectively! 

Chris Smith a new 
Vice-President 
CHE is delighted to announced 

that Lord Smith of Finsbury has 

agreed to become one of our 

Vice-Presidents. 

As Chris Smith he was Britain's 

first openly gay MP, and he's 

currently Chairman of the 

Environment Agency.  



Hundreds facing 
execution in Iraq 
The Iraqi authorities are preparing to execute 

hundreds of prisoners. They have exhausted all their 

appeals, and could be put to death at any time. 

Opposition politicians have expressed concern that 

executions may be carried out to allow the ruling 

party to gain political advantage ahead of the 

elections. 

You can help by writing to the Iraqi authorities – see  

www.isavelives.be/en/node/4530 . 

CHE supports LGBT History Month 
February is LGBT History Month, and 

a wide range of events are being 

planned around the UK for February 

2010. 

The pre-launch took place in London 

in November, and in Manchester in 

December. The London event was 

held for the first time at the British 

Museum.  

CHE contributed towards the cost of 

the London pre-launch, and was 

acknowledged on the programme for 

the event and on the LGBT History 

Month website.  

Membership 
renewal time 
Many of you pay your membership fees by standing 

order, in which case we’re very grateful for your 

continued support. 

But if you pay by cheque, could we please remind 

you that membership falls due at the end of the year, 

and we hope you’ll help our overworked 

administration by letting us have your cheque in 

good time. 

We held our Quarterly Meeting at the Consortium 

offices in Bermondsey on Saturday the 17th of 

October. We had a private showing on DVD of the 

film Darling, which won the 2009 Derek Oyston 

Film Award, and discussed plans for the future. 

CHE Quarterly Meetings 
The picture shows Ray Gosling addressing the 

meeting; Ross Burgess and Griff Vaughan Williams 

are behind the desk. 

The meeting asked the Executive to: 

§ investigate a new scheme for other organisations 

to become members of CHE 

§ consider arranging a special mini-conference to 

discuss issues of false accusations of sexual 

abuse. 

The next Quarterly Meeting will be held at 2pm on 

Sunday the 14th of February at the Friends Meeting 

House, 173 Euston Road, London NW1 2BJ. All 

CHE members and supporters are warmly invited to 

come along. Light refreshments will be served. 



Manchester 
heritage restored 
Some years ago the “Out in the Past” heritage trail 

was inaugurated in Manchester, linking sites of 

LGBT historic interest, with plaques in the 

pavement, including one in Kennedy Street near the 

building where CHE had its office for many years. 

The plaque was covered up as a result of road 

improvements, but has now been restored.  

CHE and Liberty 
You should all be aware by now that Liberty 

(formerly the National Council for Civil Liberties – 

NCCL) terminated our affiliation when we 

attempted to propose a motion at their annual 

conference, about a Statute of Limitation for certain 

sexual abuse cases;  they also raised questions about 

our governance and financial status. We appealed 

against the decision but they rejected our appeal. 

We consider that Liberty (in the words of a long-

term supporter of gay rights) “are no longer an 

organisation that upholds free speech and open 

debate”. Certainly not everyone would agree with 

the terms of our motion, and maybe a full debate 

might have resulted in improved wording. But a free 

debate was not permitted. And Liberty didn’t just 

rule our motion inadmissible – they terminated our 

affiliation, even though we had been affiliated to 

Liberty/NCCL for almost 30 years, and supported 

them over that time both financially and in other 

ways. Moreover in rejecting our appeal they brought 

in new material that had not been previously 

mentioned to us, and which we had not been given 

the opportunity to respond to – surely a denial of 

natural justice? 

We are still considering how to take the matter 

further. Meanwhile, as recommended at the October 

Quarterly Meeting, we plan to hold a conference 

during 2010, to address the whole question of false 

accusations of sexual abuse. 

Lesbian & Gay Film Festival, 2010 
The next Lesbian & Gay Film Festival will be held 

from the 17th to the 31st of March 2010, at the British 

Film Institute on the South Bank. 

As one of the highlights of the Festival, CHE hopes 

to be sponsoring the Derek Oyston CHE Film 

Award for a second year. The award is for the film 

screened in the London Lesbian and Gay Film 

Festival which most reflects the aims and objectives 

of CHE. 

The 2009 award went 

to the South African 

film Darling, the 

Pieter-Dirk Uys Story, 

directed by Julian 

Shaw. We were 

pleased to be able to 

include a screening of Darling at the CHE Quarterly 

Meeting in October 

Writing history 
The Executive are currently hoping to arrange for a 

distinguished historian to write the definitive history 

of CHE – a history which will encompass some of 

the most dramatic changes in the lives of LGBT 

people in this country. This will be a major project, 

and could obviously take some time. There’s a 

wealth of information about CHE stored in the Hall-

Carpenter Archives at the London School of 

Economics. 

Meanwhile Tony Somerton of SLG and SLAGO is 

working on a book called Out of the Shadows, 

covering the various gay groups in London from the 

1970s onwards – many of these groups were CHE 

groups up to about 1982, when the network of local 

groups was separated out from the national 

organisation. 

We hope to be able to sell copies of Out of the 

Shadows when it is published, probably early in 

2010. 

Members wanted 
CHE very much needs new members, both to 

support the organisation through their subscriptions, 

and even more importantly to get involved in our 

campaigns. If you know anyone who might be 

interested in joining, please pass them a leaflet and 

membership form (the leaflets can be downloaded 

from our website it you don’t have one to hand). 



Consortium 
Conference 
The Consortium of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 

Transgendered Voluntary and Community 

Organisations will be holding its Annual Conference 

on Saturday the 30th of January at Thistle City 

Barbican, Central Street London EC1V 8DS, from 

10am to 5pm (with an informal drinks reception 

after the event). 

CHE is a member of the Consortium, and we rent 

our office space from the Consortium at the Tower 

Bridge Business Complex. If you come to the 

Conference, don’t forget to drop by the CHE stall 

which will have a full range of our leaflets and other 

information. 

Your Executive 
The CHE Executive is currently as follows: 

§ Griffith Vaughan Williams (Secretary; 

Conference and Events Organiser) 

§ Bernard Crowe (Treasurer) 

§ Alan Louis (Community Liaison) 

§ Ross Burgess (Membership Secretary; 

Webmaster) 

§ Nettie Pollard 

§ Barry Cutler 

§ George Tregaskis 

Foxearth IT Solutions 

Web hosting and IT tuition 
020 8645 0943 (Purley) 

info@foxearth.demon.co.uk 
www.foxearth.demon.co.uk 
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Affiliates wanted! 
The November Executive meeting agreed new 

annual rates for affiliated organisations: £45 for 

groups with paid workers, £12 for all other groups. 

If you belong to a trade union, an LGBT 

organisation, or just a social group, why not get 

them to affiliate to CHE? 

Age of Diversity is the new campaigning 

group, run by older LGBT people for older LGBT 

people. It’s being headed by Lindsay River, whom 

some of you may remember as the head of Polari. 

Watch this space for more details. 

 

The 2009 Trans Day of Remembrance 
was held on the 21st of November in Gower Street, 

London, to commemorate all those trans people who 

had lost their lives as a result of transphobia or 

prejudice. See www.tdor.org.uk . 

 

If you’re concerned about LGBT equality, you  

could join the LGBT Campaigns e-group: send 

an e-mail to join@LGBTcampaigns.org.uk , 

mentioning that you’re a CHE member. 

 

CHE is a member of SLAGO, the 

Surrey and London Association of 

Gay Organisations. For more about 

SLAGO and its programme of events, 

see www.slago.org.uk . 


